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General Information about This Document 
 
What is in this document? 
This document is a summary report of the second Public Information Meeting to Review Bridge 
Aesthetics for the 7th Street Bridge Project held on Wednesday, February 25, 2015. 
 
What should you do? 

 Please read this summary report. 
 If you have any concerns about the summary report or questions about the environmental process, 

please contact David Leamon, Project Manager, Stanislaus County Public Works, 1010 Tenth 
Street, Suite 4202, Modesto, CA 95254, or by email to leamond@stancounty.com. For general 
information about the meeting, call (209) 464-4350, ext. 101, or send email to 
Hotline@buethecommunications.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:leamond@stancounty.com
mailto:Hotline@buethecommunications.com
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Executive Summary 
 
Stanislaus County, in cooperation with the City of Modesto , held a Second Public Information Meeting 
to Review Bridge Aesthetics in Modesto, California on Wednesday, February 25, 2015. Stanislaus 
County is the lead agency for the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and Caltrans is the lead 
agency for the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for the 7th Street Bridge Project. 
 
The project is in the Project Approval and Environmental Document (PA&ED) phase. 
 
Alternatives for the 7th Street Bridge Project may include building a new bridge or rehabilitating the 
existing bridge in combination with a new brdige, as well as a no-build alternative. The Second Public 
Information Meeting to Review Bridge Aesthetics provided an update on project plans, following input 
on project aesthetics on January 14, 2015, from members of the public and other interested parties. This 
second meeting summarized the results of the first meeting, presented  updated renderings for the 
proposed bridges, and offered an additional opportunity  for the public to provide comments, concerns, or 
suggestions about bridge aesthetics to consider during the design phase of the project. 
 
The Public Information Meeting to Review Bridge Aesthetics was publicized through a jumbo postcard 
invitation sent by first-class U.S. mail, a public notice (advertisement) in English published in The 
Modesto Bee, a news release to print and broadcast media that serve the Modesto area, and the websites of 
the City, County, and Caltrans. Additionally, information about the meeting was posted on the dedicated 
project website: www.7thStreetBridge.org. 
 
Twenty-three persons were signed in at the Second Public Information Meeting to Review Bridge 
Aesthetics—16 members of the public and elected officials and seven members of the project team. After 
a welcome from the Stanislaus County Project Manager, a presentation was made by the consultant 
project manager and the bridge architect, who invited questions, comments, and suggestions from the 
audience. Members of the project team were also available during a subsequent open house period to 
receive comments and answer questions. 
 
Informational display boards and exhibits were available for review. Attendees were also provided with a 
print agenda, a comment sheet for general comments about the project, and a ballot to solicit opinions on 
bridge aesthetics. 
 
Personnel from Stanislaus County, City of Modesto, and the consultant team staffed the information 
stations. 
 
A Caltrans Title VI survey was done by the public outreach team. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.7thstreetbridge.org/
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Chapter 1:  Introduction________________________________________________________ 
 
1.1 A Second Public Information Meeting to Review Bridge Aesthetics Was Held 

Stanislaus County, in cooperation with the City of Modesto  held a Second Public Information 
Meeting to Review Bridge Aesthetics from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 25, 2015. 
 

1.2 Announcement of the Second Public Information Meeting to Review Bridge Aesthetics 
The Second Public Information Meeting to Review Bridge Aesthetics was publicized through a 
jumbo postcard invitation sent by first-class U.S. Mail to approximately 580 property owners, 
residents, public agencies, emergency responders, transit agencies, civic and community groups, 
chambers of commerce, environmental groups, and other interested parties.  
 
A public notice (advertisement) in English was placed in The Modesto Bee on Friday, February 20, 
2015, Modesto, California. (See Appendix A for a copy of the public notice.) 
 
A news release was distributed on February 19, 2015, and a media advisory on February 25, 2015, to 
print and broadcast media (mainstream and alternative) that serve the Modesto and Stanislaus County 
region. (See Appendix A for a copy of the news release.)  
 
Information about the Public Information Meeting to Review Bridge Aesthetics was posted at 
www.7thStreetBridge.org. 
 
Members of the Community Advisory Group (CAG), Modesto Chamber of Commerce, and other 
local organizations were also reminded by email on February 19, 2015, of the Second Public 
Information Meeting to Review Bridge Aesthetics and invited again to the meeting. 
 

1.3 Purpose and Goals of the Second Public Information Meeting to Review Bridge Aesthetics 
The Second Public Information Meeting to Review Bridge Aesthetics provided an update on project 
plans, following input on project aesthetics on January 14, 2015, from members of the public and 
other interested parties. After a welcome from the Stanislaus County Project Manager, a presentation 
was made by the consultant project manager and the  bridge architect, who invited questions, 
comments, and suggestions from the audience. Members of the project team were also available 
during a subsequent open house period to receive comments and answer questions. 
 
Members of the public were also informed of how they could comment, question, or provide other 
concerns about the project.  Contact information for David Leamon, Department of Public Works, 
Stanislaus County, was provided. Members of the public were also given contact information for the 
Public Information Manager if general information about the meeting was needed.  The project 
website was also included.   
 

1.4 Format of the Public Information Meeting to Review Bridge Aesthetics 
 
Twenty-three persons were signed in at the Public Information Meeting to Review Bridge 
Aesthetics—16 members of the public and elected officials and seven members of the project team. 
Each attendee was provided with a print agenda, a comment sheet for general comments, and a ballot 
for preferences about bridge aesthetics.  

 
Attendees were invited to provide their opinions on specific aesthetic features for the bridge on 
printed ballots and also encouraged to submit written comments on comment sheets supplied by 
members of the public outreach team. 

http://www.7thstreetbridge.org/
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Exhibits staffed by members of the project team were placed in the room. 
 

A Caltrans Title VI survey was done by the public outreach team. 
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Chapter 2:  Public Information Meeting to Review Bridge Aesthetics Proceedings 
 
2.1   Room Layout 

Following is the room layout for the Public Information Meeting to Review Bridge Aesthetics. 
The layout encouraged attendees to move about the room and through the various stations. 
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2.2   Displays and Exhibits 
The exhibits at the Second Public Information Meeting to Review Bridge Aesthetics provided 
examples of the four alternatives. (Reduced copies of the informational display boards and 
graphics are included in Appendix C.) 
 
County and City staff and consultant team staff members were available to answer questions and 
receive comments and suggestions. 
 
Station 1:  Welcome Board and Sign-in Table 
A welcome board greeted attendees as they arrived at the entrance to the Basement Training 
Room in the City-County Administrative Building where the Second Public Information Meeting 
to Review Bridge Aesthetics was held. Attendees were asked to sign in to maintain an attendance 
record and to ensure that all interested parties could be added to the project mailing list. (See 
Appendix E for sign-in lists of attendees at the Second Public Information Meeting to Review 
Bridge Aesthetics.)  
 
The Public Outreach Manager staff members encouraged attendees to sign in, view the displays, 
ask questions, and provide their thoughts about the project.  The Public Outreach staff members 
also gave each attendee a print program, a ballot, and a comment sheet. The print program 
welcomed them to the Second Public Information Meeting to Review Bridge Aesthetics, stated 
the meeting’s agenda, and provided project background , the agenda, and project contact 
information. The print program also encouraged comment and listed future public involvement 
opportunities. (See Appendix B for copies of the handouts.) 
 
News media kits were prepared for members of the news media who might attend. 
 
The Public Outreach Manager staff members explained the overall format and encouraged people 
to ask questions of and provide comments to the project team members who were present.  
 
A Title VI Public Participation Visual Survey was performed by the Public Outreach Manager. 
 

2.3  Staff and Elected Officials at the Meeting 
 
Staff 
The following personnel organized and conducted the Public Information Meeting to Review Bridge 
Aesthetics and were available to answer questions and receive comments from the public. 
 
2.3.1. Elected Officials 

Modesto City Council 
Jenny Kenoyer, Councilmember 

 
2.3.2. Stanislaus County  
 David Leamon, P.E., Project Manager, Department of Public Works 
  
2.3.3. Consultants 
 CH2M HILL 
 Hans Strandgaard, P.E., Project Manager 
 Matthew Franck, P.E., Environmental Lead 
 Chris Serroels, P.E., Bridge Lead 
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MacDonald Architects 
 Donald MacDonald, A.I.A. 
 
 Quincy Engineering, Inc. 
 Brent Lemon 

 
Judith Buethe Communications 

 Judith Buethe, Public Outreach Manager 
 Rex Buethe, Public Outreach Assistant 
 
 
2.4.   Attendance 
 
Individual 

Persons 
 

Businesses 
Civic 

Organizations 
 

Government 
Project 
Team 

 
Media 

 
TOTAL 

9 6 0 1 7 0 23 
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Chapter 3:   Presentation and Audience Interaction______________________ 
  
Donald MacDonald, project architect, and Hans Strandgaard, consultant team project manager, opened 
the meeting and reviewed the program format of a PowerPoint presentation reviewing various bridge 
aesthetic alternatives and encouraged audience interaction. They also introduced a ballot on which 
members of the public can register their preferences for bridge aesthetics.  
 
Q. What is a bridge head?   
Don:  Bridge heads mark the start or end of a bridge. 
 
Q. Could lions be used on a bridge head again? 
Don: Potentially, lions could be used, but we are looking to provide a more modern bridge head. 
Hans: The proposed plaza would use recycled elements from the existing bridge, including the lions.   
 
 
Q. Would the proposed plaza use the existing barriers with holes? 
Hans:  Potentially, although the team has been thinking more about the portions of the bridge with the 
benches and the lions. The portions of the existing railing that are out in the spans are the pieces with the 
barrier openings (holes). A portion of one of these barriers could be salvaged and used in the plaza area. 
 
Q. Is there a possibility of maintaining the look of the existing barriers and lighting? 
Hans: Barrier types that protect traffic are limited to those that have been crash-tested by Caltrans. Don 
has shown the Type 80 open concrete barrier which is a Caltrans-approved barrier. The design team will 
have more flexibility with an outer barrier/railing for pedestrians, if a crash barrier separates vehicles 
from the pedestrians. 
 
Q. How do bicyclists view the river if the barrier is at the sidewalk edge? Could the barrier be outside the 
bike lane? (Councilmember Kenoyer) 
The Type 80 concrete barrier has holes in it that will allow people to look through it (Added Note:  the 
concrete portion of the Type 80 barrier is only 2'-8" high. Bicyclists' views of the river would not be 
obstructed when using the shoulder/bike lane). 
 
Q.  If the shoulder is used by a car, then is the bike path obstructed?4(Councilmember Kenoyer) 
Hans:  Yes, but that is true for all Class II bike paths where the shoulder is a shared space available for car 
breakdowns. 
Dave Leaman: If the community can produce the funds, we could make one sidewalk a shared-use path, 
10’ wide. Such a shared use path could be used by both pedestrians and bicyclists and would not be used 
by cars. 
 
Q. If we could become a self-help county, that would help a lot! (Councilmember Kenoyer) 
 
Q. We need to look ahead. We may wish we had installed a 10-foot wide sidewalk. (Councilmember 
Kenoyer) 
Dave:  The sidewalk would need to be locally subsidized. 
 
Q. Are we going to remove the old bridge? (Councilmember Kenoyer) 
Hans:  It is removed in Alternatives 2A, 2B and 3and preserved in Alternative 4. 
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 Q. If the old bridge is removed, will the new bridge be built in its place?  (Councilmember Kenoyer) 
Hans:  Yes, the new alignments are built on top of the old alignment. 
 
Q. Can you leave the old bridge for pedestrians? 
Hans and Dave:  No, the HBP funding will only pay for a new bridge or rehabilitating the existing bridge 
for vehicles.  A bridge converted to pedestrian use would have to be funded by the County/City-who do 
not have the funds to repair it nor to maintain it as a County or City owned bridge. Also, if preserved, the 
bridge will be at a low elevation and sandwiched between the existing rail road bridge and a new bridge, 
so the views won't be great.  The flood requirements necessitate a higher bridge be built. 
 
Q. It would be good to maintain a portion of the old bridge in the plaza.  (Councilmember Kenoyer) 
Don:  The plaza is proposed to honor pieces of the old bridge. 
 
Q. Are the exterior railing Options 2 and 3 equally safe?  Option 2 looks like it could be used as a ladder 
and could be unsafe for children.   
Hans:  Both horizontal and vertical elements on railings have been used successfully on projects. We are 
unaware of any problems with horizontal elements; but if you have a preference, do mark your ballot 
accordingly. 
 
Q. How do the alternatives impact the mobile home park? 
Hans:  The alternatives have slightly different alignments and slightly different impacts to Sunrise 
Village. A previous alignment, Alternative 1, was eliminated by the team after comments from residents 
about the impacts to the mobile home park.  All the alternatives are available for viewing on the boards 
around the room. The engineers are also here to discuss each alternative after the meeting. 
 
Q. What about the mobile home park residents in front? 
Hans:  The efforts and measures that will be taken to minimize the disruption to mobile home park 
residents can be discussed with the engineers at the alternaive boards after the presentation. 
 
Q.  Can old-fashioned looking lights be LED? 
Don:  Yes. Modern LED lighting can be put into older-styled lighting. 
 
Q.  Councilmember Kenoyer  asked:  If bicyclists want to stop and enjoy the view, can they do so? Is 
there any way to put an auto barrier on the inside of the bike lane? A separator is needed between the 
auto and bicycle lanes.  
Hans:   The current plan is for a bike lane and shoulder to be combined. However, a separated and wider 
combined use path could be provided.  Doing that would cost more since additional bridge width is 
needed. 
 
Q. Is there a way to use the old-fashioned, traditional lighting fixtures but discourage vandalism? Can a 
louvered or other solution work? 
Hans:  There are techniques to avoid destruction by vandals. 
Don:  We are not aware of light treatments that use louvers; but with the modern LED fixtures, there are 
many dozens of LEDs that take the place of a single bulb, so it is more difficult for vandals to break them. 
 
Q. Can the lighting be colored? 
Don:  Yes, other projects have used colored lights as well as lights that change color and are available for 
aesthetic lighting. 
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Q. Were planters considered for the median? 
Hans:  Yes, but the bridge cost increases because of the extra width that is required and Caltrans is 
unlikely to pay for any extra width. Additionally, there is a high cost to maintain the plantings in the 
median and the City and the County probably do not want to incur such a cost. 
 
Q. Can the Alternative 4 handrail be combined with Alternatives 5 or 6? (Councilmember Kenoyer) 
Hans:  Yes, art elements can be incorporated into all of the railings. If you have ideas, please include them 
on your ballot. 
 
Q.  If the plaza is built, can some of the old stuff be used, added on, on the County side or the City side? 
What might be the extra cost? (Councilmember Kenoyer) 
Dave:  The costs are relatively modest for the plaza that is being proposed. It will be built on level ground 
and use pieces of the existing bridge. 
 
Q. Can flag poles be added to the bridge heads? Perhaps on Option 2? Or used on the south end coming 
into Modesto? 
Don:  Flag poles have been done on another project that the team has worked on. 
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Chapter 4:  Additional Public Input____________________________________ 
 
4.1 Ballots Received  
Twelve ballots were received at the meeting, and 27 were received after, for a total of 39 ballots received. 
Following is a tally of those received. (Please note that not all questions were answered all of the time.) 
 

Aesthetics Ballot Tally 
(Combined Totals—Ballots Received at and after the Meeting) 

 
39 responses as of 03/13/2015 

1. Bridge Type 
Preferred 

Box Girder Precast 
Girder 

   

 16 23    

2. Typical pier for 
precast girder bridge 

Option 1 Option 2    

 4 33    

3. Pathway on tied 
arch: 

Inside Outside of 
arch 

   

 12 21    

4. Outlook locations 
for arch bridge 

Centered on river At ends    

 24 14    

5. Outlooks Curved Rectangular    

 36 2    

6. Abutments Horizontal Vertical 
patterns 

   

 17 20    

7.a. Ped/bike paths: 
for viaduct 

Auto barrier 
outside sidewalk 

Edge of 
roadway 

   

 9 29    

7.b. Pattern on 
sidewalk 

Transverse 
striping 

Diagonal    

 3 32    
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8. Handrails Option 2 Option 3 Option 4 Option 5 Option 6 

 1 7 7 5 22 

8a. Lighting on 
handrails? 

Yes No    

 18 6    

9. Bridgeheads Option 1 Option 2    

 22 7    

10. Light poles Vertical pole Old-
fashioned 

Pole 
w/arch –
top 

Modified 
cobra head 

 

 5 28 2   

 

11. What do you think of the idea for the plaza? 

1. Lighting on handrails might be too costly, especially for maintenance. I don’t really like either Option 1 or 
Option 2 of the bridge heads. I like the idea of the plaza, but would probably install perpendicular to 
Tuolumne Blvd. so the view is of the new bridge in the background. The details of how it would work 
would need to be worked out later, though. Great Idea!   

2. Keep the lions, add character to make it a welcoming site.  

3. Re #9 Bridge Heads, Option 3 would be remake the lions.  If option is not available in #9, then I like 
the idea of preserving a portion of the wall and display as depicted in the 4th drawing.  

4. Traditional designs should be used. Avoid modern, angular features. Open space is preferred to 
crowded spaces. Pleasing aesthetics should be considered in all design.   

5. Place a good size tree in the middle (for summer) – maybe a nice flowering purple or whole magnolia- 
(or a couple of the light. A bench or two. Plaza looks good.  

6. Regarding light poles:  “Under no circumstances” (reference to pole with arch at top or modified 
cobra head.  ICON NECESSARY.  No more crappy CT bridges, we had better and deserve better. 
Whatever you do, elements should harmonize with each other, rather than being a hodgepodge of 
traditional/contemporary and horizontal/vertical or curved/rectangular. 

7. I love the idea of improving the bridge and the plaza is a beautiful idea. I hope it is used correctly and 
not vandalized by the questionable neighborhood it will be located by. 

8. I can’t wait for the changes. BTW, save the lions. 

9. Love it!  Very nice use of the lions. 
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10. I think it is a nice idea and that it would be very pretty…for about a week, then it will be taken over by 
vagrants. So as much as the pretty would be nice, just go w/what is cheapest. 

11. I love the idea of a plaza as long as it does not become a homeless haven. 

12. Looks good. Incorporate the lions. They are historic. 

13.  Great. 

14.  Concrete lions are in such bad shape and would continue to degrade. Make new bronze lions on the 
bridge. 

15.  Flag poles on the south end on the bridgehead as you enter Modesto. Arch bridge important as it will 
be viewed by thousands every day as they cross Hwy 99 and should be a focal point as you enter 
Modesto. 

16. I really like the idea of the plaza. Would like flag pole and or lion on pedestal. 

17.  This looks great. (Hand rails pic of lions) if option 4 #8 hand rails.  

18.  If the existing lions are not to be used, could they be donated to the new market site “The Lion’s 
Market.”   

19.  Keep the old look of the bridge on the new one. 

20.  This is a great idea!   
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APPENDICES 
Appendix: A: Notices___________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Invitation Postcard 
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News Release 
February 19, 2015 
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News Release 
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Appendix B: Handouts at the Meeting_____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agenda Page 1 and 4 
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Agenda Page 2 and 3 
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Ballot – Page 1 
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Appendix C: Display Materials and Presentation____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PowerPoint Presentation 

Slide 1 Slide 2 
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Appendix D: Ballots Received____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ballot #1 – Page 1 
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Ballot #1- Page 2 
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